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Elaborating the Multifaceted Discussions of “Yi li sha-ren”

(Killing in the Name of Reason) of Dai Zhen
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Abstract

This essay reexamines the key idea “Li” (as well as Dai’s

statement “yi li sha-ren” [ 14 JZ 2 A | killing in the name of Heaven])
in which Dai declares the meaning and value of “particularity” from
a cosmological level highlighting “fenshu” (%4 7%, differentiation) to
its functional meaning “fenli” (4 JZ, differentiated reason) on
defending individual rights and values such as equality and freedom
to contend with ethical constraints from traditional Chinese kinship
family/society. By elaborating the multifaceted discussions and
interpretations of later scholars who admire and inherit Dai’s
philosophy, especially Hu Shih, Yu Ying-shih and Ho Yu-sen who are
also from the An-hui province, the author attempts to point out that
the new paradigm for reexamining the philosophical meaning of “li”
and its social and political extension has essentially opened a major
intellectual flow recognizing individual rights and value, which later

became a major pillar in Chinese modernity.
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