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Chapter 3

Reexami㎡ng the English:Ilalislation
of the】呀

-E乃

g

Dennis Kat＿ hung Cheng

Abstmet Translation is血o gTound foi me recepu。 Ⅱ
。
fthe 1電 99．,g。utside China,

espoolally h Ang1ophoIle comiieS across Europe and North America.Essentam〦

ianslmon is a沼 加奶P〞翃”o乃
。
f th。 ongilal teXt,ra山 er man a tech血 cal task

of s血ply feplacing tho originm lang,日 ge Wim an。血er langu㎎e to o” ture me
verbal meanmg母 .Regarding iansla位on aS Suoh,two m羽

。
r challenges should not

be neglected.Pirst is血 o multipucity。 fthe mmn血g(s)of,,o确 asa m可
。
r charac-

tensuc。f chinese linguisucS,while soooⅡ d is山e way to dis血 glish va工 ious kinds

。
fV肛iat。ns。加t99異文 ,same W。 rd wit●on in山山erent form母 )aCCuratell Soino
of those vadatims should be ro已d矜 alt。mato fomls σ〞異體)caηing diffofont
soundS and」 n!oan.ings,while soile should bo I.ad as anoth.er character、 ′ith the
Samo phoneic siuch比 .By selocting exampleS fiom a few Bnghsh ianSlauons of
the均9,,g by mestem scholars,miS chapter at:omp“ b到gue about the dimculties
reneC乜d h tLe diverse ianslations and to enco.wago ims1.to=s to cxp1。re nither

mto山o ChineSe IngⅢ suc c。ntext ofwomS md phiases oftLe odginaltext.

1 Introduction

In」ecent decades,lanSlatioi has become an hdopondent discipline with is own

eplstemo1ogical premiSes,inclumng me hemeneutic onos,so much so由 at there
exlsts theacademicneld。 fianslauoi血:血eS,InSofar as hmnenoutcs ispriicipally
iⅡvolvod wim understanding,imsla位 on cannot be a simp1o task ofswitohing lom

onelanguageto ano山 er.Goneramy,iamslatois,esumo」 lat血ero are W叩 st。 cηmr。
山o momings of mo translatod wads﹄ccuiately,no molo and no less.Thoso who
“am斑atedthe均加gofme:劭 .o”:,f(classic。fChangeS)ai:e no oXcep位 on,even though
血 s claSsicposeS mamymorechanenges,p血 natily because ofme metaph。 ric nature
ofthetext,which includes not only words but also graphic repiesent血 onS by way of
th。 mgaⅡis and hoxagams,notto Say the numerous grmhS and diagramS proposod

D.K.Chong(囟)
D”延ment。fⅡ始mmm aid CulmalSt,dio‘,ThoEd9Icato,Uni-m日 腮iy ofHong Kong,N.w
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26                                             D.K.Cllong
●

by the phiosophe〝 ofthe Song po“ od.Ihe均 加g is o】 le of ilo而9切g五 絕
「

ive

ClasSicS)血 ●9e Con血dan canon and ranks nrst am。ng伍o Sa紉．翃 形三 玄 σ hree
MyStehes)in血o DaoiSt㏄Hptufal iadiio::.It contaiIlS a lot of symbo上o lan即ago
and metaphors wi6L eonfucian as we1l as Dao必 t refetnts.．nle ambiguity of the

η加g teXt doos not co1【 le from any authodal mtentto bedaZzlo也 o readers.Instead,
itusos metaphoriclaiguagetohighlightthoinnercomectionS of伍 i㎎s andbeings as
血o utma.namio ofoxisto且

。。
,If wo伍k。日

。
1。SCr io㏕ ing oftho 19,,,g,wo oan soo

numerouS exainples ofsuch linguisuc ex,哪 i。:1S for山epuipose ofmim」 osting its
Corete肥hing.Porexamp1o,meg翃C9卦辭 Cudgmentofthehexagram)ofH。 xagram
#1。羽 乾 -y翃 翃 〞化 ’翃 銘 元 亨 ,利貞 -should be imslated盤

“
grand SaoHnce,

infavorofdiviia位 oni’ fwestickto由 oo,mo1。gicalmem血gsofthefourwofdS,But
r we revisit山 e commentanes,we seo山 at the line has generally boen inte,preted
aS‘㏑lumately au”icious,血 favor of perSoveranco.” :Ihe師

。
reidorings do not

coniadict each other,andindeal fr。 m an inte” miv。 perspoctive,thetWo layeis of

」o.eanmlg have b．oon cnlbeddod i.ni‘ lany co」 aⅡlentaH.os,over Since tl1o appearanco of
山oola§sic.Bo收mWingulet“ms．usod血 omolo山vinaton,山 o autLorofthe C9‘ηao6j
卦爻辭 (gencmI and line judgmen必

。
f曲o hexagramS)Liguigh伈 iie prosperi,

conveyed by me mx lnes that repiosent血 o上fetime career of a9佛 才君子,or a
pouic缸 leader,心om bdng z9a9,6o,,g潛 龍 (lidden diagon)t。〞fJo,,g飛龍 (ily:ing
dragon),oonsistenuy exp．

．
ssing me m。㏕ message of#1。●粥.S。me tanSlators

have comocted tho oHgind meanings to由 ose fouid血 the later commentarieS.p。 f
exalnp1o,John Minford’ s English tmslation,rc%9,,g:夃 〞E66“出9a9幼a外切”o〞
or伽 A99c尨 99〞 6%施 ‘〞o翃C96 aP9〞 Bool好 9你仍 沕,Comp㎡SoS mo parts.Part one,
‘BookofWiSdomi’ elaborateSonilemoralsoftheheXagf邯

。
f伍ocanonized〞切ε,

While P紅 6tW。 ,‘Br。nze Ago。raclei’ pi。ud“ the supposed onglnal memmgs for
wI●a山o dennes as the“oracle periodf’ which referS to血e firSt har of山 e nrst
milenmium BCE.Howovo馬 the C鉬e。f抑

。
layers of meaning being developed in

differo,t histo● od shgos is dij臨Irent iomtheir co-eXiStonoo that Ihavojustpomtod

t。 .

r。r most tmnSlators,dea9ing with a word ulat ca9ieS mo犯 than。ne meanlng is
t。 Sdect alnguistic equivalent baSed on thei knowledgo ofpmo1ogy as wdl as the

。
工iginal toxt.ILeprocess ofso1ocuonk guidedby theulumate g。 目ofdiisunguishing
the correct and the incoiect,Por instanco once a iamSlator accepts tho Shangh缸

Museum bamboo＿ slip version of tho現 99〞g,il wLich HeXaram#48J9,9g ls wntten
as‘埭”instead of“井”in the reooived version、 he/she de血itoly may imslate me
hoxagram as a“ WeW’ basod on血 e hieroglyp● ic fom oftho chatac慨 H。WeVer,
r we refert。 血o1nejudgmeⅡt ofme beginning lino缸 the botLom,99〞加gw〞2加
舊井元禽,and at mo Sametimo conSult Wmg Ⅵnzm,s王引之 (1766-1834)Ji4g99
磁奶9699經義迖聞 (Disqusmons。 n tLo moan血 gs of the classics heard:iom my
fathorI),the word9加g井 mfers to9加g蒙 (w。Ⅱ)and,加g阱 (廿ap)simultaneously.2

IIhe Willeln Baynestran斑
日tm reads,“ The Cr。 .tve wor蚰 Subum。 s“oom,nim。 ring through

p田SeV。ranoo.” (Wi1。lm l96七 p.4).

6Th。 山時judgment aomally daborates on a situaio1 ompha出山tm」:o96J〞ㄉ“琊
。
f山o wo比“

J加“9。”血9井泥不食
”
mo‘Ins曲舡a Well wLich is mod up and nI1od wi出 m9d k not曲 le to



3 Rooxa㏕血 g mo Bnglish lm。敵on of伍o形9”g 27

(Cheng 2012,p.99;Shaughnessy 2014,p.12。 )Iherefofe,in血s case,it is not
appropriato to sη  th破

。
ne iS comect whilo tho o由 er is血 o吐

。。
t.●【hiS is a,pical

oxamPloofpolysemy＿血ocoeXistenceofseVeralpossiblomemingS foraword.Ihis
eXainple Shows the importmco ofunde「standing the pdyset:lic meani㎎ S of words
a.sam.Ior taSk in tho prooeSS ofreading and interpretaton.

Etymology is lnguis● c kilowledge.Howevet more than occaSionamy,such tech-

nlcal know1odgo田ld th。 interProtvo scmgibility th破 St。“ns丘om北 am.iviored by
㏑ nSlato外 .Pr。m the henneneutic standpoi或 1組即ago“ direcuy linked to the
madef who interpretS,the text th缸 iS b。ing mad,as wem aS the aⅡ＿encompas斑 ng
intorpretiVe communi9 and milieu.As a matter offact,meimp。 曲 nce。flngmsuc
factors Las long boen山scussed by phi1osophers,ospeciamy me oaman femows.

Por exmple,Alexander von Hmlbo1dt(1769-1899),who mvemed巳 Cr。SS Ewope,
NoHh aid Centml Amedc孔 and Russia,believes that‘ lan邸la.ges are vieWS of the
world.’
’(Gadamer 1975,p.401)As p。 血ted o,t by Hans-Georg Gadanler(1900-

20。2)(Ibi由 p.∠931),‘ 9anguage iS巳 Cenial point whero‘ I’ and wond met。r,rather,
man」esttheir original unity.” Languageplay● a“出Cia9ro1o in me e山 o吹 to c。nsmct
(。“

一

c。nsi,ct)a。
。
herontworld ordef血 which eve,aSpectofme Wh。lepicmre is

1ogic缸 andunderstandable.Likewise,PiiodfichSchleiem.achef(1768一 1834)(2012,
pp.5960)dod缸

。
S that‘languago,deSpite the dimer。 nt concurronmy and c。nsec＿

utvely heId views瞇 ptssod in it。 ncompasseS Within itSdf a single SyStem of
idoas which,precisely because they a」 o oontig.ouS,上曲 ng and comp1omonting one
another碗thin mis language,fom.a sing1o whole whose sever缸 parts,howevef,
do not conospond to thoSe to be fo9nd in coinpafablo systems ii】 other languages.”

Inevitably,山 .e gap betwo‘ m.‘
‘山is lamguagσ’and tho“ o山er langlmges’’is always

huge,and lnguistic knowledge plays a big role in加 .dgmg血 In terins ofile均加g
pm。s。phy,the ongln缸 uni● of‘ T’ and the world屾 Gadamef amud。st。 is not
Static but oontimouSly dynamic:me never-el,政 ug htemction of加 md,羽g is
tho universal co＿ existenoo and nex.s ofthe b血 !喲if。Icos:line and doath,posmvity

and noga位vi9,happmoss and Soiow,auSpiciousnoSS and misfoimne,and so on.

Language iS n medium or a tool mat repreSents the natwe ofthese dialecic phaSes,

」1oVemen“ and relatiolls.We m日 y say th綻 theianguage oftho〞 加g iS an example
of the,6,,,6拂8 philosophy bocauso oftho numo【 ous woids with lmnit。 meamngs
th飩 are。nen inmcately ielatod.A Single word m妙 sim91tanoously dovelop帥

。
(。r

m。r。)illeanings that are oppo斑 te t。 each other,such aS the case ofJ滋 乃X跖形 反 司 !｜
(adverse meanings)in Chinese plildo‘

乎．
’
when dealing wiul ule seman● c Systems

。
fW。山dS amd iiailles血 ancient Chines。 ,one should not mdetstimate tho n㎡ di,
of血sl鉏gu砃

。
in pa血cul眠 羽e haVe to bear m mind the particularity of ClineSe

(unlike Iido-口 收
。
pean lamgu肥

。
s)一岭 ing力πg切砒 ●方 塊 字 (square character)to

iopresentmeamg vi巳 a。
。
mbin.tion ofvisual fom． and audible sound.Someimes,

p．ovido wa蚊 f。r dinking,wmo‘,〞:,,習 ”“6加 蓄井旡舒
,iilm“ 山比th。 d●edmp wel whioh

haS boonm.Bod as a trap doos nots,co。 B曲lly catch.可 ．
°
B。r味amp1o,〞 99‘ 仇 〈ommy)蝕 d C9● 逑 (sp。

．
s。)飲
。。
tymologIcauy on。 w。rd.Thoi pi:onunci-

甜oIlS are tho oamo butthe Witton fomS are mm油 9t,While o”,mg mm㎡ngs。pposite to oach
othoi.
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mere is the borro叩ing ofme sound of one word to eXpross the meamlg of another

w。m,that is,山epractice of9ηj〞假借.In血s tght,wo know how ohmen」ng l is
to lanmate a ainese clasSic into another language,especimly one that belongs to

an entirely d.me●ent language sys乜 m matis n。tpai ofme㏑d。＿Europom vane〞 .4
The因9切ε iS a1【1ong the nloSt Studied teXtS ofuie chinese iadition,not only m

CⅢmbut dsothroughoutmew。 rld.ASIhavediscussed dSewho弟 ,“anSl血on心 血e
ground9mrth。 i。

。
option oftho坳加g ou廚do China,ospedmy inAnglophonoooun-

iieS acroSS Eufope and Nor血 Am.etioE.(Cheng搠 ,pp.” i＿264)This explains
why new English ianslalio曲 haV。 nevef Stoppod appeamg.由 Sentialll iansla︹

●on is a rointei,eta● o且
。
f the original text,ramor山 mas:imple replacoment of

its langu㎎o9,im another山 at supposemy cap蝕．鈴 th。
。
fig:inal verbal meani珺 s． A

iand㏕ on th雄 inV。1veS工l19ch inteiprem位 on entailS two maior challengos.The nrst
is to eng㎎ o omectively wim山e muliplid,。 fmeamings ofWoms,wich必 am屯

。
f

oLaracteistic ofChinose tngmst:ics.9he Second必 to山stinguish accurately vanous

k:．ds of,999銘 異 文 (vaiant characters-Same Words Writton in d山 eront forinS).

Somo of meso vad.a● ons should bo oad as y妨 異體 (altoEIIate foms)ca的mg血o
same(。r similar)s。啪d and meaming,’ Wlu1o some should beread閃 dimerent char-
acterS Wim me saine phonetic siucm出 °AS the．ea」eSo many En」sh ianslations
ofile:η 99,g,itiS only feasible to focus on somerepreSentative exampleS and． evoal

thoir problematc ronderings of me a血 o路 t。Xt lhe point to diiVe home is that

in order for ianmat。 is to d。 theijob propefly and accWato””they must beoomo
fam1liaf wimilo Clin外

。
IinguiStic cont。 xts ofthe Woids and phrases ofthe oiiginal

text,for piecisoly me afoEmentoned reasons.Myh●
。
ntoniS to revish the e山ort of

tanSlating山 o1電9:〞,g fiom a hermeneuuc perspective md t山 i止 山e importance of

血e linguisic and philo1ogic缸 memoddo田．

2 ISS:leS㏑ the:lans:ations ofthe〕〞｜9乃g’1.xt

4Somo may舡 gu。 血9t Japa口 o臼e aiid頂o『oan ai● grmwnatcmly,gg1．血血 v． languages wⅢ .lo
Chinese is an iBolated lm即 8ge.Ille ga蛔 i9ti。91d遛“encoS between Cl血oSe and由e mo
langi】 ageS aro obvio9B.H卹

。
V。r,m曲

。
o日Se。f tLe:〞 j,,各,C“neSo versiooS Were bioadly uS㎡

by traditoilal Japaiose and mmi schola=B.V:a mo moILod of幼 η
．
”9訓謊 吞 ,loamo【S caI1

use iaditional Japa【 lo.op.onu::oiaion to rmd mo oo耽 nt of tLe Cllineso version and mpm。 ilo

meam9g of tho Chinooo oLaraoHs.σ Le mmnhg of,‘ 19.l擇謂 ㏑ Korean i.山 e Smme aB齟t
ofl9,99〕 ,o勿ji。 Japaneso)Tmilslatioi is not as aucial:h East Asim(noluding Jap,” Koiea and

Ⅵetnam)】 oamers asitiS foi、田oStm leamels.
’Foi example,,〞 毓andy2育 .
‘Foi oxample,g加 政 and,映 .

SomeWiestemscholaisadoptthemethodo1ogicalpre:iusematthe〕即9,,gwasaco1oc-

ti。血
。
fdiV血aion recoms士om山e ancient Chinese agricultuml socie呼 .In this light,

they connectthehex9gram nallles to auimals or上 vestock.Inhis ianslmo,勸 〞BOoπ

。
rC%.翃 .g〞,rz肪砂9． AB〞機〞Ag〞 Do‘翃留πr π翃姆9a6翃 ”;仍 J99iㄌ〞〞6〞o99a9,t
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Ⅳo妳,IuChard Ru仇 (199。 ianslatos Hexag迎 :#15。 ja,‘ 謙 a母
“
Rat” by iefo‘ing

to tho!o1臨 dW。mf””鼸 :

Ba。e(6):ScmmoLilg r出 A Pri.磁 “6996砂9‘9aJt r:,〞6 AUSHCI。叮S.《謙謙,君子用涉
大川,古 )

(6)2:Sq!。曲ig mt AUSPICIOUS AUGURY.(嗚 詩,貞青)
(。 3:Indus血ous rat乃′Pr加“,油加4〞9 AUSPICIOUS.(勞謙 ,君子有終吉 )
(。 4:a9出 ,。〞a形力r〞o山加g.R●ppmg mL(元不利,為謙)
(。 9:N。t●

。
h,b㏄auSo of山 o noi山b。rs.因a”．園9形多′a力,η.a9咖,．,,I9地力r,,.‘方加g.(

不實,以其鄰,利用侵伐,元不利)

Ibp(6):Squ。 alngmt.昆 9o〞 9J〞”′“.9〞之9gㄉ .幼澆 口o.Pj臼●9。”.(鳴謙 ,利用行師征
國)

In the η加g oo,mlentali斑 i硒um,me tem,“磁 君子 in the beginning lne
(Rutt uses山 ot併m“baSe㏑o”)c。恤 eCtS b血 ●m.z如乃g滋乃謙謙 (w扯ch is an
a句
。
cuve)to f。 rm a completo phtaso〞a”9日a99J“〞●謙謙君子.Butwhen Ruttrea吋s
the Word,滋π as6乃“,hehas no choicebuttodotaoL山 etami翃娥whichhoianslatos
aS“a prmce一

’丘om〞a乃.口9口乃and C。mectit to由e foIIowing sentence.obviousl” a
dilferent i,n斑 ation ofme hexagram na口 o.may lead to atota1ly dii田 erent reading of
intef,retai。Ⅱ

。
ntheWholepassago,From曲 eo,mo1。gicalperspectve,theword9茲 形

兼 is tho componentthatis sharod by,andunks up,thetwo characters of〞 羽謙 and
磁〞鼸.Ido notknow ofmy conmncmg evidencethatm叩 suppor● Rufs decisionto
ignore血 o in●erp”祖t。nS in numaous iaditional amom位 ons of山e Word g9a99 md
Sdect磁跖祝血out any linguistio」 ofereice.Rutt might be Shai:ing the aSsump位ons
ofthe early twentieth-ceni卹 CLineso§山dars ofthe C姆奶 6翃 古史辨 (criiquos
of andent histo呼 ),d。ub血g伍o mciont past movement who cast曲 ei skeptic缸
and critical views om anciont CLinese his姐 y and accordingll arg,od th缸 th。 only
inc.t of the:η加g WaS山威北wasasmgh」o『wald histo●c缸 recom。f an ancient
agliculmml socie,.’ In山e pro日ace of his book,Rutt(1996,p.ix)缸so sha/es紅 s
experience of‘ 9iving in a致 9．oan vi】lage commm” am。ng men who needed no
i．ansIation” dwing th.195。 s,eombining his li●e eXpetioilce md admiratton for me
scholarship ofthe C溶〞9初石SChol腑 ,Rut6」ofLsed.b adoptimerited:inte哂 taiionS
in山o commentadal iadiion.and decidedto traoslato山 otoxth hiS own wav.Ⅵ血
ile same mindset,he iamslates Hexagram#16勸 豫 as‘9lephan●’’as he matches
the word with 9a砑 象 which literamy．efers to the anima1.Not s四 msing9 tho
rendering ofth.e nleanings ofiie lines.becoIIles awkwaid and Lard to io.ad.Ifx切

9跖
盱豫 h the third line is ianslated as“ 9atchful elephant raismg lts hem′ ,witL the

6蚊 Wo」dX9‘ 盱 being」ead as an adiective,山 cn why“耐,,〞〞冥豫 ofmet。p tn。
ian斑ated as‘ uephant in darkness;’ wim the nrst w。 rd〞切g冥 being rogarded as
a nouⅡ?WLere is the semantic,syntactical,and gr:mmatcal consistoliCy?R,tt“ of
courSe notthe oily scholarincⅡ nedtoread me形切g text as a bistoHcal moord ofail

’In oLap紅
。
n。
‘
tho B日
。
kgm曲d:Br。」四 Ago a血m’’of n〞 Baol〞 c切.〞;卻 rZ’●η9Pni l

Ru“ (199a pp.〦巧,41＿43)Bives a coillpro1m茁 Ve deScripton on曲 o1山torio日1 ba。㎏r。und of
山od日S蕊c ino1!ding gooim cug．

。
●:6,o。
。
::。mi。 b日Ckgr。 und,aglic,1女江

。
,Wa山ro 9nd llunting.He

higtly praism mo oonub,ti。
。。
f由o刀加‘sohoIais of伍oo日EIy mentio61 oo!itⅢy㏑oluding Guo

Momo郭沫若 (1892-1998)and L JingoLi李 鏡池 (19也一1979).
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agriculmralsocie● .Minfid,in llisr<功 979g.． I．”εE‘‘θ”〞〞 n窈姆Ja”o刃 6了磁〞A99cJ餽 r
C力 9〞9〞‘2o娥蹈〞,.〞 Bool㎡弼6豳而ianSlatoS#16 n aS“elaio」’in Partl but aS
‘uephanf,in.P慼 Ⅱ.He provides omy。 ne argument fof using“ o1ophant” aS出e
iansl血on:‘如”han“ w。” huntod in andent(扯i乳 and Were buied Saclinciamy.
lhoiremainS have beenfound atYinX9.” 8(Minford 2。 15,p.594)obvi。usll whilo
archoo1ogio日 evidenco心 often曲9m。idously helpfuL it is grossly inadequato and
one一sided to consider only excava● ed mlios and totauy ign。●e the vo,per血 ent
linguistic facto“ .

Apaitiiom the caseS of〞 a,,and,的 theie afe also other hex色 gram naineS ioad
by scholais as names ofmmals of t肥 St。

。
k.For exaπ lple,Rutt(19。 6,p.巧

。

【oads
HeXagim#33D翃 遯 as翻99豚 amd mnslates it as‘ EPig.” 湘e should note th茁 in
iaditional exegeses,幽”遯 is色 V缸敵 onofthewoid〞 9‘,:遁,bommeaning‘㏑ hido”

。
r‘㏑ ne。”amd.由o㎡ng tothe behaviorofrocluses.’ Inhis σ〞a翃 j〞gf屁 C%翃.gt‘ ,
EdW盯dL.Shau幽essy(2014,pp.1。 -105)ianslatos〞翃intheShangh斑 MuseuIn
mmuSchpt voTsion,wnttei aS眷 ,as‘℉iglot.” This必 the same way of thinking.i。 I
am n。tS日ying ilat the助,,g has nothi吧 t。 do with●le amcie,It ag●cultural socio,.
It iS缸 So a faot i斑 iVeStock、 mentoned in hexaξ 鉏 姆 .P。r exalnplo,poH缸 ning
to HeXagram拋6 Da砳“or Da“ 大畜 βig Livestocl:orthe taming power ofthe
great),the namo6 ofthe animals 99a,,g〞 a良馬 (g。

。
d horso),ㄉ乃g刃加童牛 ●omg

bu11),and戶洲力9豶豕 (gelded b。 ar)ale mentioned ii山 e lines.But with regaid to
the word〞翃審,t。山e best ofmy lmowledge,itis moioly a vati缸 ion ofme Wrii㎝
f。m珀
。
f me W。ids翻乃 遯 and〞形遁 nothing mo口o and no由ing less.A1】 山ese

varied fo吐nS。fu】
。
charactor haVe me same s。 und amd ineaning,and ilerofore Iilust

not be read oT扭 mSlated山日orenuy.
SometimeS,ianglatorS do refer to impo曲 nt。Id commentatioS foi thel iansla一
tons.For oxamplo,in thecaSo ofHeXagram#34D伐方翃 刃g大壯 (Tho Gr。M啪 ofthe
aeat),t1．anslatorS have adopted血 o meaning of扔翃 毋g,,乃aP9〞e壯,傷也 (injury,
or wound)pmvided by Ma Rong馬融 (99-1石6),which is rocorded in the J94g-
t9a999翃”θ,,經典釋文 (A Dioti。 na,oi th.Words and Vaii赫 ois of tho Ancioit
aassics).Hence,me Word名乃2a乃g壯 is traiislated． as“i」Ⅲy”

。

Rutt)。 r‘

、
v。und”

(Shaughnessy and Minfo」d).且owover,f we refor to the statement力奶9 gap,”,,,
切g〞 ,● 舉趾高,心不固矣 m山on stepping wi山 山o too」sed high,由 ere is smely
lle lack of oomdon。

。
)如 the Z,to功 96a,,左傳 (Zuo,sC。 mmen切,。fthe S”ng-

AumIm Annals),ilen wo should know山飩 me begmmng lne功 96a〞,g,跖 2妨 壯
于趾 acmany expgesSeS曲 e moral il、essage o久the p扯鉧e9搖搦 gao舉趾高 in uie

8InJ aj”
R:T1.E,‘翃淑

．
田
．
o99.99● 9:o,9 or‘“.公 9‘99e999C”:.帥

。
“69。ㄉ.,.‘:β..1.r’‘山 〞,P河 耴

M.j㎡id(2019,p.571)」 s。 imdato叼切●謙出B‘!曲 .’

’
’Aooo㏕.ng的 th。 J9,,翃i奶 J′99〞‘,,經典獰 文 (A Dioti。 nary o:l曲o羽o㏕s md VoHa任

。
nS。f tte

Ancient Clas出 o。,山o Wo●．d〞〞
“
遯
”was alBo助itten● B“瑗

”

。
r“遁

一

’
山od山eio且

。。
你 o,ly tho

‘b斑VStm。me ofile wo【 d,WLich IIleai:.t扯 oo ofthemcmy由o same Sou● d md moaning.
1°In foomoto 1 on p.104,Shau』 llessy(2014)Ⅵ iteB,“For籍 ,p」ob山ly to b● read aS砌π眾,
ㄅiglo● ...wh。roaS mo Whi」 iatai Guicang man● Boiipt givog me L。 xagiam iamo as遍 .Iuslat.er
Wliil:g芯 .1Bo日t納ted h tho J加 g〞加9J”切〞n as W。II a.〞翃 遁,‘to moVo,t。 【l。”or to hido.”

’

Staughieosy is,也 日lng eXpon in moient Chinese pmoograply;土 owover,he did not o9【 plaim wLy
he dooided to itad t翃 遯昍砌9豚 .
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Z跖0Z.幼翅刀,Wh.ich wains日鉀 mSt eXcessiVe SoIf-con.ndenc。 and doeS not conVey the
moaning of“inimy。f th。 foot.”

3 From、hriation to PolySemy

AS I montloned aboMe,山 :ero‘ro numerous V缸iati。iS in me lT9路 g teXt,1ncluding
the receiVed as we1l as excavated VerSions.Wie may ea.血 y ldontify Variam。ns in

Somo ofthe earlyfeceivedtexts(during orbefo比 血oWei-Jinporiod)in山 oJ加g〞 :‘〞,
磁999699,butwe wiuneedmuch moretimeto compa」o1le Sh鉍 ghaiMuseumbamboo
Veision,山 oWangiiataibambooversion(9幼

8．〞協 a9〞 9乃王家台簡 ),theMawailgdui
Silk manuscript(M,”羽 g〞”99o,易 ,‘ 馬 王 堆 帛書 )versi。凡 and the v曲 ouS fonmS of
even one Sing1o wom.ror example,in山 o caso of Hexagram#25、 協.〞翃g元妄
σ:he Unexp。ctec!),me fofii in the receivod toXt genoraly appears aS“ 元妄i,bllt
it is“毋亡

”
in the Wmgiiat缸 bamboo vo政on,“亡忘”in山e Shm出ai Museum

V。踏i。n,“元孟
”
in血eMawangduimkma:lusc． pt,and“元亡”htheP9yangbamboo

vefsion(F,．9‘,,9g磁〞 9羽 阜 陽 漢 簡 ).%omina,maderS,如 璣 eV㏕ adonS are very
confusing,but for〞切g scholais who are weH iained in CLineso上 ngisticS a.nd
teX如I cnticism,theSe variations a=o山 e samein tems ofso● nd and meaning;they
Va,only ln form,thatiS the hiemglyp址 c smcmre ofthe characterS.

口orsomehighlyconioverSia1 oxalupleS,especiauy forth。 SewordS thatareintrin-
sicauy p。 lySemic,mcorpom血 g am excavated tex“ and dlctonaiieS may not help.
A case血 pointis me term,加 已日in Hexagiam#49 Ct革 俅efom,or Moltiig),
the fi〝 t chaiacter of which appoars in soI1:e MerSioiS勰 “己

一

’
while in somo other

VemonS,it iS、 ㏕ tt.n aS“ 已 ,” Thero are only veⅣ  Slight di出rencos mat separate

tho throo characto於 “己;’
“已′
’and“巳i’ whi。h have山o dileront sounds of‘ 九

”
‘
9已
’’
and‘ 9” reSpecti⋯ely.Inte.estingly andconSequently,itis not sur,iSing to nnd

that thcre‘ !e three dimer。 nt inte● ,retaions p“ hining to the throo respective fofms

of the one chaiacter in ilo commontadal imitoI1.In tho Han period,m到
。
r刀9,,g

SCh。1日9:S,mch as Xun Shuang荀 爽 (12肛190),Wang Bi王 弼 (22“留 9),and Can
Bio干貴 (286-33。,tended to md血o wom as“已”whioL Inea9lS“ c。mplotm”
or“enmng.”il Richam John Lynn’ s(1994,p.聑5)勸θC磁9“‘σ C防′

．
g縐 A如‘91,

n既9t〞克θ9,or仍‘I a99,ga.,6砒〞〞r翃 勿 田a99g B9 adop“ ule vefsi。n of“已”in
tranSlmng me en血e statemont WLich 4四 ears鉧 ‘

。

nly on the day when it comesto

an end does one begm to o到
。
y iuSt.’
’

ilXun Sh,mlg boosod oⅡ 山o丘色h ln.aild argued th破 ‘tt had oo唾
。
I●ted in boooming tLo㎞ r’

(五已居位為君).WmgBi,si:1teoretaioil of tho Iino k tLat“ r由o【,ls Cam。t be aooomplish.d by

。
neS斑.Onoo refomlhas bo㎝ oompletod,tho”材 c。mPly啪山mo面o9m’’(不能自車,革已,乃
能從之).Gan Bao,s int叩 rot血on of山 o1no iS ilat“ tLe血y山o ma.nd曲

。
fHeaven h日S㏕ V㎡’

孟 彗蒜 輔 羅:品琴F納 。
ft。 Hau 6o1oI盯SⅢ珂uot㎡ 飲m動 砂’9批 周易集解 by Ⅱ
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12In volumo 1 of L抬 面咖 96多 9:〞銘 困學紀聞 (A Co1。
。
d。且
。
f Audiblo Kiowledge in En山ro

Lmm㏑ g),W｜mgH｜
。．
.●o山oH触 pLilosophyw“由 mks“已”asthei” ioso.mio1 ofuleexhms＿

甘on ofmo,‘.,9g ar to血可準 t山otam as㏑ dio日血 g山o mo【mSe and dooro日S。
。
fthe,i” and,.,,,‘

air〈皆陰陽氣數之變).
1’In volume4 ofLis幼ση :99e〞 996．99周易 內傳 anuere。nmm斑 ieS oftbo回9o”9),Wang arg.od
mat“”已日is oo the day舡 曲o,9巳 mlong the twelVe出 翃θ,9時辰,
i4Andont CⅡ

io自
。
po”ple uS。 I”．elVe,〞 ci〞,,ω diVido山o lengm(f twenty．foW h。

．
rS,whio1

inemg o9o Jj6乃 e9,iS oqual to two h。 I!rs.

LaterScholarS,Such aSWangYhglin12王 應麟(1223-1296)andW血 gFuzhi1。 王
夫之(1619-16。 2),read ile word as 99巳 ,wioh is由o six山 among tbe twdve我 列
地文 (eaithly brmches indicating the tWo1ve time⋯ uni“ of㎝e day),r”」es。ning
血o tomparal Span of 9姐 it。 1l aml49肺entio山-cenm,Cli.ese:η加g soLola曲 ,
such aS Gao Hong高亨 (19。0-1986)and Zhou Zhenm周振甫 (1911毛000),ms。
read this charactcr aS“ 已 but argued that加 was a 9J〞 9〞 w。rd to repieSent the
word“ 祀,moaning“sacmc。i,鈴 WaS tho仍m99” 祀日which iileanS“lio day㎡
sacrinco.” (oa。 1984,vo1.4;Zhou 1993)The English ianslat::oils by Richard Rutt

蝕dG。
。
mey Redmond adoptthe version of“ 巳.” Rutt(1996,p.292)ianma.s me

hexagam name as“Lea山〞’φ9gθ皮革)instem of‘〝ef。m′
’
and rendo州 9●r99,〞

力巳日乃孚 as‘
。
n asa斑nceday,use tho capuv比 ’’Redmond’S(2。 19,p,265)勸〞

rC几Jπg βo茈〞 C乃a”gt‘9.． Aσ溺 caJ m曰a”9a〞oP9 or磁θ⊿.乃C尨”死〞imSlates“ ”
翃9力 as“On a‘“’day,sac●●ce capives,”

InterpretationS regaidim呂 the version of9加 己曰also va呼 In LiS famous work
n9幼99仍 日知錄,Gu Yanw!顧炎武 (1613-168。 accepted Zhu Zhen’ s朱震 (?-
1138)argumontto read the tem as“ 已日,’

’
〞己of wLich is th.e Sixth among the ten

磁9●ga99天干 (cdostial s● ems),each const::9:ing atempoml unit often days.(mis必
S。m。Wh缸 like usingMon血y,tuesday,andtho」 ost ofthe specincamy nameddaysto
count one week.)Acc。rding to Gu’ S explanmon,the η加g espousos mo philosophy
of chauge amd pmSes the idm of翃 o㎎ 中 (血o mean,tho Ileuial,the jmpari斑
or middle point).M。 taphorical1,the units of山 o ton co1osial stemS aie Successive

cycles that diSpl妙 me iso and fall of a policy or i“ dove1opment prooo眠 J9r9(由o

day of99),b。 ing tho sk由 d日yp祁Smg tho middlo point of山 o Peli。山scrves as a
remindeiforthep.opara● on for the changes山 飯ar。 mpr閑

。
nt。dby山e seventh Stem

ofgt99g庚 (refemig to gt,,g更 with tho same sound,which means‘ io血m”).Ⅱ】e
htereSting point． is that Gu o曲肥d an。血er rolatod缸 glⅢlent mat.garded9己 as
an associatio且

。

f“改
”(nomal19 pmno山 Ced aS εa。 tbat ca“ioS血o sm1o Sound-“

己”k acma1ly me l。ft part of the hieroglyp扯 c foall of“改
’,-suggeSting that“ 己

日”is acmamy“改日,” while the character“ 己
”
heio should bepronomced as“ ga9’’

instead of‘弘
”
Acc。」ding to Gu,“己”oamestw。 meaiings SimultanoouSly:“ 己日”

“”)is mo sixm day h(L。 c。lestial Stem system,and also asSum!es me。 山or form“
改日
”
(ga9「9),whichmeans‘地o day forreform.” Gu’ S argumentis theone I Suppor●

as m aigues。n behalf of【he character“ 己”in toins ofpolysomy.
Tho eXmlple of“ 己日”is not an iso1缸ed caSo.rwesmdy me。 therheXagrams of
the所切g,we wiⅡ :md.,at polysemy is ubiqu．

。
us.Apa流 :㏑m山o」o岭ment:oned

caSeS of“井i’
“
阱′
’
and‘嚎;’ hcre are a few more exampleS:
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vanad。ns。f the word 9己 of Hoxagiail#49C色 WhiCh.enect山o compleXity
of山o into.pretm。 n of ll。 t。xts,not only rom血d us that philo1o野/is essontial to
establishing the咖

。
1。田
。
fw。ms md mmning ofthe tox熾 but i1.so lead us to

r。血 nk a sedos ofimpoiant qu.Stions． elatod to 1血 g,“ics and hem1oneutics:How
Should wo ovaluate interp蛉 m●

。
nS thatstem iiom mis比 ading(e.g.99己 reads as,9

已or,9巳 )ofthe。dginal text?Should theseinterpretations(as w。 且as the resulting
philosophi粥)bele」 tiized as valuable conttibu● o11s b山 o co且Ⅱm。ntati缸 iadiEon?
Should thero be boundaiies血 at deli㎡tintapttations?rGadamer’ s‘hennenouic
ciclo” does exist,can lt ever be closed,atleastin some inStances?

Essontiamy,therearotwo wayS ofintorp口 otingmetexts.oneeillphaSizes loya1,to
tho oiginaltext.Ihe mndament缸 pt:mse i the ve,existenco ofatext conSiucted

by words,phrases,sontences,paSsageS and p缸 agraphS.Under no circumstance
Should山 e mader be allowod to bei.9 the text by inSa灶 ng or ioplacing words
th缸 Suit thei own山oughts:ncr Should mey int。n位ona1ly misread the words o!
sontenceS in order to血 duco memimgS fo『 mei sp。oulation.Wthout challenging
apamculai authoH,,ever smoe me pre一 oii peii。d,tho〞加g commentarial iadi＿
tonin C㎞ m has been purSuillg山oθ應 9羽9栩翃 刀9咿 baSed on texmm ovidental
●aSearch.Ono of血e moSt famous maste卬 i。ceS is the J加8磁加 9易jw翗 in Which
the autho「 L9Do㎡ng陸德明 rooordod山o variatio且S iniuated and adoptm by th。
numerous scholais iom tho Han dynas9 to血 e Wei＿Jin period.On account of me
abundant inforinaiioi Fovidod,users of this source would have伍 e conndence to
coinparodifferentvorsionS andthen choose mdusethoso由 ey doemmemostc。gent.

3 Rooxami」ng曲o Englgh linn“ ation of山 o均9好                 33

1.In m。 n鈾 lino of HeXagram#3Z” “,9屯

。

imcu1.mm。 B。giming)＿扭 99P9
φg勿 屯其青,血e cha工acto.扔 96〞9“屯,,simmtane。 usly caiies mo moaning of
“
d::mculty’
’
and“ga屾ng,or coⅡ ecting” (初99回 ).

2.ml。
。
haf喊研翃 “需

”in tho血h lino ofHcxagiam#5X” 需 (Waiting〉﹁翃 V跖
99姆翃需于酒食卻

。
u工ished with food and wine)＿ should mso b。 rmd aS r9‘

“

醹′
’
which dirocuy」 efers to山o no9●shnent offood and diinks.

3.’1o charac。or刃”“祐
”
in i】etop un⋯ 翃 翃 9o“ 2俬 自天 花 之 一 ofH味 日grain

#14 Dφo孫 大有

。

ossessi。il of山om破 ,。r Abundant HaⅣ es。 oorresp。nds to
由e Sooond wo「 d of ile hexagraln nam.e,‘ 9o仍有 .” C狃ying山e same soun由 血o
tW。 W。rdS r。fer b m。 o。ntm(有 )gifts that are山 e bleSsmgs(祐 )帝o血 heaV。n.
4 Hexagram#30“ 離 伊iie,or Attaching)has muliple symboIic moanings.t㏑
SVmbokc meaning related to tho Ⅱ日9ieiS‘ 1.re.” The●our:h lin-乎”r,‘ 焚如一
rofefs to“血o” that mirrorS the symbo1 of‘ 劬 紅’’血 H加gmm乾9K翃 坎
ma“‘
。
r Trap).S血 ultanoouSll血o namo“L尸 ca工ries山o meaning of“破 ach一

ing” (〞 麗).Ill。 日“a,,扔翃形彖傳 (CoⅡm。nta,of me Hex磚mm)clai邯 mat
“
J9is”
”
伐 J。 y〞離,麗也 ).It als。

。。
irosponds兩山‘恤e sotting sun” in the山 iid

l血o⋯9．眠ε扔99J日昃之離 .
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HoWeVer,We Should note thatthe presumpion oftbe existence of oHgin缸 moaniig
was a c。mmon intoipfeti﹁e Ⅳamso fof山e Chinose icadeiS of山 o claSsics to begin
wim,in spite of山 e diverSi,ofinterpiota● on.In other words,there w於 alWayS the

acknowled8m㎝t that the o●glial thoughts ofthe ancient sageS Weie e9ilbedded in

血o olaSsics.

Modem schoIarS may nothaVe山 e samo foa1,t。 the ancient s㎎eS anymore,md
伍“efore,．ecognizing ordenylng山 o oxistonce ofong9nal meamnglS not伍o cruX of

ile Ⅱla兢er.:Nievauleless,when we read tL.e linos ofi1o text and co〕 me op with their

山leani.ngs,wo aio deming Ⅵth som.o sort of onginal ineaiung aS apractical i1色 由訂.

semng the queston of aum。 rsLip asidoi as l。 ng as wo recogniZe the bas㏑ toxml
Se血ngs ofme 19加g,including,ao” 爻題 (ine tiies,s9ch as奶 zJ969初六,J切tr九
二 mdJ。觸aπ 六三 )as wom as meirr。1os in伍 e conStimti㎝ ofa hexagam(丘 omthe
bo:ginningInoto心 otoplino),wehavetoadmitu9atto acertamextont,ofig㏑ 斑mean-
ingS do eXiStin these so血 gs.Itis only when we㏄ cept theSe unalterable t銖如 al
semngs that roading booonleS moa“ ngm and pioducivo.Henco,we Should not
undooStimato u」ose basic leading prindp1os.Evei since the C外 五999,99(doubting
the ancient past)II」

。
vement s。血

。罵
9:〞g sch。lars have beome too mVo1ved in

denying“adiion破 scholarsLip and bo1dly speculated about缸 tanauve meanings.
r。r。X齟ple,in tLo Fuyang bamboo slip vorsion,Hexagram#23 Bo剝 (Hi“ing,班
Sp上“:ng Apart)is w● t●en as“僕 .” The editor Hm Ziqiamg韓 自強 re㏕s山o foⅢ th

,切㎞
。
‘ㄌao奶翩略9力剝床以屆

”
as‘,:‘ a9a,,g9n僕戕以后

”
He argues ui飩

山e word山za9．g床,、吐tton as“臧”in theMaWangduisikman,script shouldbe an
aSS。Ci日iV。 W。rdof,9a,,g9戈 (hui)whichhas色 Similaisound.Hethen conc1.desthat
“
僕戕以肩
”
,nea9ls‘ the SIave hufts his/her sk::n:’ while‘琭1床以足”of山e begin-

ming lno and“剝 床 以 9卵
’
Illoan‘the shve hⅢ“ LiS/her b“

’
and‘啞 e sh即

。
LWtS

his/her kn.∞
”
roSpoo●Vdrmle.。 blem is ilat if#23 Bo is interp=eted as“ SlaveF’

Wh破 Would then be the ilioaning of Hex鈀mm#24r切 復 保 emm),which mIITo心
i“ bina,couple挖 3 Bo?obvious奶 Hm does not bother to considef the mamy
int四retatio9iS in tLe 1ong commentarial i㎡ mon。rthe system ofmeaningS ofthe
six9一f。w． hoxagrπmS,It would not be dimcultfor my reader Who haS any 1㏑ guistic

kn。呼ledge to know the abSwdi,of Han’ s interpretaim.Instead of acceping hs

spocula●on,we need to dig hto the tox6 laycr by layer,in omer to apⅣ ehend the

original ul。ughts embedded in the上 nes and sentences.EVen then,wo m叩 Silbe a
long山曲 n。

。
aWay士om mephi。 s。phies encased in the te丸 r。r Cases such as the

wordS9” of#49C‘ ,glven am th。
。
vidence I hr北 pr。Vid哦 tlere、 田mostno room

for a diIIoront血t叫9」
。
tation,wieSS m6漉 ．拍new ovidence iom yet anouler newly

踩CaVatod● o斑.In。血er words,放9m ap址lo1ogicm pdnt。fview,itiS not血 1possible

to say that the hori9::eneuic circ1o can be cloSed.

IbSoLolais ofhemenoutics,丘 is hardtoimagiiethattheher:Ileieudc loopcan be

d。s或 not o砡ybec鉍.Se。fthe comp1oxi,ofth。 inteipretation ofabSiactidoas,but
also bocausohe血

。
neuticis bas::cmy crmiive,Wimnod。 limitmon of山opossibm,

of meamngs.Into,pret血on iS never a ono-W● y explanation of a Sta●c daS由 o or

text.Instead,丘 om time to timo,山 e person who inteiprets always biimgs in new

insi山的,md makesinte.retaion a perpet.my‘ 地aiVe proooss initiatod from曲 e
tW。-Way血terac位on ofthcroaderandthetext.Eversillcetho 19加 ‘textwas au血 ored,



3R㏄ Xa血ing the EnglSh Trandmo9 of山 oη加g 35

ev唧 ing血 it includimgthog翃卦 (inclumngthesi一 linehexagmandthe name),
yao爻 anes),“ 鮮 (me moral。ftho 1mes),as wul as me hexagraim sequence,has
been foundto origlnaten:oⅡ 1.v．

。
signiiaerS:abroken lin.erepio.Senting,9m and aS。 lid

血 e representing,a,,g.Eve,partin the η加g devdops士 om nothing but th.e,,加
and 9a刀g lines.Only wm山鉧e tW。 由gni丘9s can the i:igra:lls be oo:::SimCted,and
mm】er」esultin ile sixty＿four heXa胛mS.People may argue thattheSem/o signmers
aronotoVenChinosooh缸mt。心but。nly symbo1s.Now,tho quostionis:IEthogonora1
de丘ni.ion of Chinese chamcters iS a uinc缸 i。6。f sound,。onn and ineaniilg,then
Wh破 d。 We mean by w6找’文 字 in Chinese?Whatwould bo血o dimerence between
symbols(or s:igniners)and characterS?It may not be oasy to imagine the te“ ito呼

。
f”銘9.p。r。xalnPle,“曰

”
and“匚”a.e no血.ng fo吁

。
rdina,readers but symbotc

componen“ ofmany o山a Cbinese characters such as 6o,,ε 同 and,” 區,Howev喝
both“曰
’’
and“匚’,組℃Charac●o心 reC。rded in山o出9ow〞 ,99彪才說文解字 (Genera1

Dic●ona,of W(,」 ds and Characters).“ 曰
”
caiies山o so.nd‘ 9”乃g” which refers

to ranote areaS far aw” 丘om cout:“ y㎡de(S拓 ,.σ ,,〞9999勿 s叩S:“邑外謂之郊,郊
外謂之野,野外謂之林,林外謂之Π。

,).“
u2013,p.230)“匚”ca㎡es t“ sound

‘
Ia,,g’
’which mfers to a square vesSe1.(Ibid,p.641)Some pmculaf casos:may

eVen bemore s唧rising.Por example,aSimp1o晚 m。缸sioko“ ｜
”
is Elso aChineso

chaiac。er,recomed in iie S%〞 o”ε刀9茲臨 with a coie IIleanhg of“ linking tho 1owef
andthe upp“’(下上通也),butit caiies two dimerentsomds,d山 orentiated by帥

。dimerent ways of Ⅵiting:the one mat g。
。
s iom bottom to top is pronounced as

“
幽翃 ng,’

’
and i9e one that goos丘 om top to bottom is p.onounced as‘ 切尸 (引 而上

行,讀若囟;引而下行,謂若退).σbid,p.m)These。xamp1os musiate the nu適”
of(〕hineSe lamguage andproVide ooordinates for u.S toreilinkthe nan江

。。
fiie lneS,

iigramS and heXagams,as wom as all the graphs and di姑 蜘 〝a9山orod by later
phi1“ophefs.

rr。m a lnguisuc po血t of view,ilo」ois iwη s a core meamng(or an anchor
moaning)supp。rtingthemoaning systomofawordf扭my(a Set。faSSocimVe Words
which have kinship roI.ations).nis c。 re meming can always be precisely obt缸 ned
andpinpointedttroughphilological an缸 ysis.However,」nguisic analysis wim nevef
lm血 ptilosophic缸 血te,pre伍●

。
n.Bssentialy,由 ere are two w” s of into” retation.

onofoIows me I,名uiStio pa山way to extend iow moanmgs wi伍out doviaing from
the anchormeaniig,wmethe。 mer f。11ows theintefptter’s philosophic斑 specul釦
位onto a neW h㏕ zon山at may not h卻

。
鈕y connoction with ilo 1nguisic Setting.

Theafo」emontionedoxampleSmayiotimplythatthe,切 andya,.glines arede血itoly
ChamC扭 S inStead ofbare signinem,bu.atleast we may say that ilere are possibly
phiosophic comotatioilS eilb㏕ ded witbin ile linesystemmatincludes山e iigrains
and hexagrams composed of the broken and solid lines.As we kilow,血 o o1ght
mgrams came b o曲“n a gioup,Ilot one by one,to repreSent Systemauc thoughts
which aro interrelated and interdependent to mch other;由 ey are not meant to be
readindividually and disparately one by one.Ifthetiigram 2劫 刀」

。
preSoⅡ“
‘‘
伍9her’

and面96乃 mpreSen伯 ‘㏑1。山”,” then tho other si iigrams would bocome symboIs
feprosentng sibling&-—曲oo brothers and血ee Sisters.ButrC翃π and函〞刀are imd
aS Symbo1S represemting‘ IIeavef’ and“王怕ri9” then●le symbo1c meaning ofthe
other six iigrm.s should be mderstood aS‘ I9iieF’

‘”9ater,’’‘恥6ountaini’ ‘Thundor,”
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‘

、
Vindi’ md“Swaillp.” Ⅱence,Whentwomgmscombinetobecomo onohexagrain,
and when ile Smy-four hexagramS combine to bocomo血 rty-two bin肛 y couples,

We canimagineh卹 VaStthe eXpanse ofinteφ etiVe cmtivi9 can b。 .Ihs“muv:ity
必 ro且 octed ulim破 ely in me multip1。 expreSSionS ofulehexag艇9names,judgmentS
and s.eq.ences.

mle mmuple meanings ofme hexagr刨 m iameS pointto mo factthattho:形 加g is

a cieatvephmosoplic缸 Work Wi山 adelicatoly dosigned SyStem ofmeamings,Where

山ere is a oore lneaning on曲 e ono hand,and many extended associai;od meanings

on the o山田.仙胖mer,th。yf。】m am organic siucmfe Wlich may be regarded aS a
C。h。丘
。
fmeaings,in which the nuidi,。 finte.pietations is not only possible but

缸So requirod.Intho nexus ofthe g96a,,,ao and c9,thiS nuidity has師
。
Charactoris●cs.

The lsth the philo日
。
p虹cm coher。 nce Supp。ied by色 linguistic s廿uCil。 basod on

me hier。glyphic form of山 o charactor md me audib1o sound.Im tho the” y of(he

honneneutic circle,the philo1ogical contoxt of dle toxt serV。 S not o血y as a medium

iamsmitting me o● giilm me駔ing蹈Signed by ilo狐 th。r to me foader,but alSo
ail abstmct,sef＿contained meaing system embedded wi山 in me articulaiion wi由

words,PhraseS and sontoncos.Hence,reading is a ciuca1:into11ootual activi,mat

is related to undeistanding,which enmis indispensable mnguimc maly曲 .Ille So＿

cm“ herin。noutic c㏑ 1o is not a Single but mu1位 ple cicles m臥
。
赶“ a工nong the

aum。r,the text(as represonted by a specinc language),and the rm山r(inspired,but

atm。 6ame timo,1mitodby由 o bounda,ofhis/hcr knowlodgo),Hom w。 may伍k。
noto of tho oo-otstenco.of bo山 me opeiinesS and non-openness of into【protauon.

Inteφret血on is open啦 mout any pr。 sumod limits bocause‘ ㏑ eaning” can never be

c。nnned t。 whatmay be called the“ oHginalmeaning,iit。 nded by山o author,to me
eXtont山 at we give crodenceto Rolmd Ba血 os’ s(i915-1980)c。 gentidea of‘叮ho
Doath ofthe Aum””(19‘7)which hono!s tho色 goi叩

。
f me reado」 .(In this sense,

eVen the Vaiious mte.p」otations derivedfiom m。血sreading ofthephraSo9加 翃9九
己日乃爭 should mso be1。曹umizo心 aS Valuable coⅡ㎡butimsto me c。 Ininentari缸
iadition.)Y。●interpretation k缸 so oonSiained bocauso 1lo linguistc settings and
conteX“ of any text are deli㏕ tod and denmed by tho lang9age components of me

words md sentences.In vieW ofmese帥
。
dimectic缸 dynamics,can we ever close,

S。 t。 Speak,山 o hmmoneu位o ciclo,so mat we may aiive atSome und“ standing,
which may be so den:nitive mat it oo.1d eXclude a11 other ulderstandings?It sooms

mat the way to do so is to oXp1ore the meamings embedded within the lnguiStic

siucmie ofthe伯 X● eSpecimy lnung the m、 、Itiplo.工 leamlngs emboddod in the teXt

to those recom㎡ in me exegeses aid commmhies.Iho koy method iSto graSp the

coro meamng through careful evidenti缸 iosoamh iito血 o9切g經 (t。xt)pmper md
th。if m如:y扔96a,,傳 (c。mm。n斑ieS),while boaiing in mind t㏑ttho mm。ig of th。

。
缸leStCommentarios andoxegeseS紅

。
plausibly the mo磁 mSh“

。
m,yroaders oftho

onglnal text.

NoedleSS to say,we should neVer excludo now interpreta位 onS,aS 1ong aS they

do not violate the meanings e． lbeddod in and conveyed by the native languago of

me text.As mentionm aboⅣ
。

一

n me case of山 oη加g,1t could bo§缸d that the
ttigram9,hoxagrams,namos,line judgmen“ ,and so oII were at one time il now
deiilents“ eatiVely doⅣo1oped fiom山 o bas:ic,9,9⋯ ,a,9g cosmo1ogicm concepion,
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ieoresentedbv iwo simole Svmbo1s“ ■..” and“． .一
’
Ih如o曲o且rstchatactery,‘ a乃

“
兀
”

。
fthe generaljudgment＿y〞a刀加 99g9泛乃〞〞元 亨 利 貞 一 ofHeXagram#1。 i功,

forexamph.ThoJ9ag,‘ ,′召π甲骨文 (theoracleboneSaipt)hi。ro31yphicforill ofyz翃
“
兀
”iS aCmallv ahumanhe臧 the mostimponmt,art of血 e human body as wellas
meemb。 diment of our into1ligence.9扯 S oxpla9ns Why Xu Shel::許慎 (2013,p.1),
in his山 ot;iom.,tho 6拓 ,‘owt99”a訂 s叩S血at y,‘a〞 ‘‘元

”
means f9,9始 (beginning).

Sovera1 oonturies afberme。〞ηao‘9hadbeen au山”哦 the aumor。 f血o I9a99z乃翃〞
honored#1。9a〞,as me beginning of am beings(w翃 W“ 69山9萬物資始).Based on
ule hier。 8lyphic foml of a human head,由o因9‘a乃奶出a乃 dab。rates iie greatness of
Heaven:

G蝴 tind。od is ilo aj翃99〞翃 (Suprm。 aemve)(山 初 j召山”,〞o〞 大 哉 乾 元 )

伯 WⅢch all悅㏑gs owo山oii bog.hning.(w翃”〞才 9加 萬物資始 )

Henoo itisthe mlerin Ho神
。
●.(πaj 9．,9g“a〞 乃統天)

Th.douds日
。。
●m●lato to ro1o日 出

。
min.。 9田9”加g)9,.磁 j雲行 商施 )

It nW臥躑 曲o oar由 to gi9e biiL b al boingS,(P加 V〞 9996x加各品物 流形 )

lho s9n 6SeS and fallg oon血●ouSIl(幽i加熠 amgmi大 明終 始 )

孟另芳易牌撫蒜
nimg山o de肥1。pm。nt破血mme)om曲 mbe犯。。唧Ⅱahed.(麻 :

A加〞 9s。lects W::soly tLo propo【 mommtto iide on tLo” 田位Vo伽∞ .to appro日
。
h leaven.

(‘加.l翃.g t9叫.9g9〕,,6 6ja96時乘六朝以御天)

There a」o only foⅢ  characters:in the general iudgment of#1。 祝 and yet,山 o
日9‘a”栩 a,,developod血om血o a long paSSage.obViousll the a9thoi of the 9如 刀
功腳 ㎝1bracod血e polysemy ombodded in mejudgmonts ofmeimages md lines
of the hexagram,induchg and engendenng new meanings and mess｜ ageS lo工n血o
chafacter,翃〞‘j中’md thus resulting in a poem built on multiple imageiios-the
human he哦 the boginning,伍 eS● with me sm,d。uds md rain,and heaven-to
giVe praiSe to,6a99aSa m可

。
r cieaiVe foice of heaven and for how it penetratos to

numre a11beings h na虹
。。By extending symbolic mmnings of the iigrms and hexagramS,the author of

th。 η9〞g oasily borroWed ile metaphoiS of。 ne hexagiam and appmed them to
an。th銳.Forexa工nple,meauth‘9rof曲 oX9a9‘g扔翃乃象傳 (Commenta,。n Symbo1s)
daborates on the moralmessago ofHexagfam#96拓 9師 (Amy):“6” is me synix斑
of water boneath the eπ m;a力伐’Sh。uld thus leam to embraco his people and
Supp㏕如 s troops(〞 ;扔o〞g),o“ ‘幼 9,r妨〞“ 9y9口‘,招‘〞f99拙扔 o,,g地中有水 ,師 ;
君子以容民畜眾).Those ioops becoII」 o a part of血o author’ S eXplan加 on of me
moralmegs巳go ofthe hexagranlsto㎜ed iantLe embedded metaphorin tho 1ower
iigrain石a99坎,which canies the meaning of‘初斑6′’(based on me 6乃 9‘og翃 扔跖羽
說卦傳 :Explaining uio HexagramsI)as weu as“ i。op吋’acoording to paft fow of
me chapter。f“J抑跖晉語”in血o Czoy2國語 (Diso。urses of me states),whi。h
stateS:“KaP9iS the symbo1 ofioops” (拓翃,6幼9.g,t坎,眾也).
Among mo」oi wings,the X9‘ 9z乃翃乃擊辭傳 (commenta,。 n me App。nded
Judgmeits)is famous for抽 creative interpreta● ons.The血 sttwo heXagrams e,a,,
an.d函96〞9,WⅢCh represent“Heavei’ o比d“Earm一’aie extended to two di山oront idoas
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9易 (convemon㏄ )and 9協 簡 (simptcity).W仙out mentio.ing or eohoing the
metaph。hc meamng of a combinatioil of Six,o,,li,1oS and another combinmon of

SiX 9羽g ln簡 in the C〞o,aoa,the aui1or n:r山 ertoucheS upon l】e conveniont and

Simpl。 manne6ˊ na“犯
。
f。劫〞and K翃 .H eπg.es matth。 “convenienco ofⅡmven

is eaSy toknow” (乾以易知)wmeme“simplicityofnanhis msy mfuncton” (坤以
簡能).“Sincc itiS easy to know,丘 lasm 1ong,(有親則可久),and‘短noo itis eaSy to
㎞ ction,m acc。 mplshes big” (有功則可大).‘

‘
Last● ng〕 l。ng’ 府preS。ntS山e moral

ofapro」ound perSon,WLⅡ o“犯 C。mplish:ingI big” represo9怕 iS caroor.Ihe aumor

concludoS me m。 ralS ofmesetwo begiming hexagmms by dabora位 ng on山eir new
meaiings cfeatiVely,and interpretS how由 e spitit of‘ meaVen” and‘田π山

”
createS

impact oi tho huinaniSic world by guiding me morali”
。
f th。 profound porsons.

Consido血g me男〞29’§易緯 σL戚imd。S ofu1o:曰”托g)mulip1。 into.reta位ons ofthe
word 9易 :99a,,9簡易 (conveⅢenco鉏 d Simplci,),9:a,9,J變 易 (changes),and
Jㄌ”不易 (unchange).Ihe au曲 oi aiso echoos me e,m。 l。gical meaning oftheWord

9易 by splitting lle mom.血 g of●,o姐m9i”,9簡易 to inteiprot HeXagra99s。 ●a,,
and K〞〞,

5 CoⅡc:uding Relmarks

Ih our preseit global World mm c。 unuess ianSnational ai,d cros針
。
ulmrm activi＿

u。s spaming East and mest,mnmati。 n haS become an important discipline unt。
itsef.For a faot,transl眓 i。且S in dimerent areaS for、四yng puposes llave tlleir own

sp。cinc roqukielnen“ .When dealing w::血 知Cient claSsicS,ianmati。 n is a highly
chaⅡ
。
nging task,ltimatoly in puisuit of伍 o PhiloSophicd lneaningS embedded in

tLeliteral texts.In thiS oaSe,languago ia.nsmitS notonly ttemlInoani:ngs but also the

philosop虹o缸 Illessagos ensconcod the● ein.Illero山o出,languago i滼
。
1f必 a core part

ofphil。sophy.TranslatoIls of an ancient clasmo such as mo珩 ●,,g must mnscend
the su㎡油o verbal meanings and sook to rein。 pr。tthe text via bo山 lngmsic and
plil。s。phical ail』ysos,破though tte ve,beginning ofsuch an endo日 V。r muSt bothe

exp1。ration oftheparticul:滋E“ oftho origin缸 language wim a Viewt。 .vealing ulo
meaning hiddo,behind山 o oiigin缸 text.I1:e Chinoso′a乃gl,,aE名’iSa mi9 off。 Im,
soⅢld and meaning山 rough vaiious comb血雄ons.Some contain one Ⅱorog1”hic
fom ca．ying one ormore S。 und(s)reuted to d‘．山orent meail㏑gs;some bo=row the
foml ofanothercharactertorepresent adiif玄 ent S。 und aildineanmg;andsomo在 卻e
inore.血an onefom o田lyhg agr。 up ofint田-r。1日ted m。anings wi血 only ono sound.
Tlis chapter roMeais h。 w polysemy funo」 oils血 tho〞9”g and the commentaHes.
Some Bnglish ianslatons are碗Se enough to pmvido“

．
o ianSlatonS for a hexa-

gramnam。 .Mi.山ord even pro血 deS tWopafis withtwo sets ofianSlationtorepieSent
ile moa㎡ngs of血otexts h two chi:ono1o8ical smges＿the‘BronzoAge Omcl。”and
‘
look ofWisd。 m.” Howevor,mo就 Englsh ianslauons h日Ve failed to disc1ose and
engage With the linguistic strategleS ofthe矽 加ε.

Ihe nuidi,。 f Chineso lan即 ago and the muluplicity of meanings of Cineso

。
Laracters Sh。u●.d never be underostimted.ror ianslators of tho ancimt Ci.neso
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olaS“cs,especimy me ηJ略 Which is a pml。 s。phic dassic,it m呼 Ⅱ
。
t be tota1ly

emec.ve t。」ust dist.nguish v㏕ atio11s of a ch扯犯紅

。

加θP9)and t。 locato me Sound
and mmnmg by simply checking o1d diction征 ieS,becauSe the language of山 e teXt
haS moio or less become a soi of symbo1＿ lle form mnct。 血ng somohow like
the gaphic represen伍 ●

。
n。f a trigram oi heX肥 mm.Language k no 1ongerjuSt

a mledluil of ca6”ng oi ians,山在ng Ⅱlo.ming but a way of po反 t:ayllg a holisic
worldviow,whorcin tho【 o aio oonnocions among not only woids and sounds,but

also things and beings啵 啦 n mo heaven and山 oo盯山.In this ught,iamslatim is
h。山帕neuiCs.Knowmg m赶 the homleneuic dmle is a multimde of circlos,the
ianshtor mavigates mo texts to be rendemd with due iegard to tho opemoss and

CoilSiaint ofinter胛tations,Foducing new me剛 .ngs th說 n。ne血el鉧S pay hom略e
to曲o ofigii缸 oneS iⅡ●ended by me autho心

。
f the exegesis and commont出rieS.By

Selecing味anlples iom a few Engl“h ianslations ofme η枕 ,血s chapter甜mS
to draw attention to the pa血 culai lingu“ tic natl⋯o ofthe ancient Ch㏑ese language,
”nunding ourso1ves umtsinc。 ianSlationkmegr。 undfbrthero㏄ ptioIl of山 oη加g,
we nood to produce good tran斑 ated Mo曲i。nS,which have to probe doeply into the

Ⅱnguisic con“xts of山e words and phraSes of血 o origin日I teXt」o so deSciibe and
prescHbeilepro.ectofianslatonis nottoc● ●cizethe workofp盯缸oul盯 SCh。1πs;it
is to encourage all ofus to do a bet● eijob,as il」ombers ofan int叩 rotivo ooi,“ luni9
Wim aSh田 ed fumr。 .
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