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ABSTRACT

Ever since the unearth of the Wangjiatai bamboo slips in which a new version
Guicang was found, controversial research topics of the Guicang revived, including
the identity of the bamboo version against the traditional version which were mainly
collected from the medieval texts and edited by the Qing scholars. Did the Guicang
exist in the Yin dynasty? Are these versions fake texts produced by later scholars?
Some scholars believe that the bamboo version was the earliest Guicang, the sacred
book of the Yin dynasty which is also an origin of the Zhouyi (Yi Jing, the Book of
Changes), while some challenge that all statements were speculated on supposition
from the oral history tradition. This paper begins from arguing that the two
aforementioned diverse views actually come from two different attitudes, supporting
vs denying, towards Chinese intellectual and cultural traditions in the late 19" to early
20™ century, then finally developed to become two diverse positions and discourses.
This paper then tackles the problem from two approaches. The author applies textual
criticism to reexamine evidences supporting and denying the identity of the Guicang.
Through revisiting the Song and Yuan scholarships, he then lists corresponding
evidences to illustrate how the author of the Zhouyi partly inherited the structure and
divination methods of the Guicang, rewrote the content to declare a new Classic. The
historical continuity from the Yin dynasty to the Zhou dynasty is actually embedded
within the inner connections of the two Classics. The textual evidences justifying the
Guicang should not be ignored and denied.
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Arbitrating the Guicang of the Yin Regime

Cheng, Kat-Hung™
[Abstract]

Ever since the unearth of the Wangjiatai bamboo slips in which a new version
Guicang was found, controversial research topics of the Guicang revived, including
the identity of the bamboo version against the traditional version which were mainly
collected from the medieval texts and edited by the Qing scholars. Did the Guicang
exist in the Yin dynasty? Are these versions fake texts produced by later scholars?
Some scholars believe that the bamboo version was the earliest Guicang, the sacred
book of the Yin dynasty which is also an origin of the Zhouyi (Yi Jing, the Book of
Changes), while some challenge that all statements were speculated on supposition
from the oral history tradition. This paper begins from arguing that the two
aforementioned diverse views actually come from two different attitudes, supporting
vs denying, towards Chinese intellectual and cultural traditions in the late 19" to early
20™ century, then finally developed to become two diverse positions and discourses.
This paper then tackles the problem from two approaches. The author applies textual
criticism to reexamine evidences supporting and denying the identity of the Guicang.
Through revisiting the Song and Yuan scholarships, he then lists corresponding
evidences to illustrate how the author of the Zhouyi partly inherited the structure and
divination methods of the Guicang, rewrote the content to declare a new Classic. The
historical continuity from the Yin dynasty to the Zhou dynasty is actually embedded
within the inner connections of the two Classics. The textual evidences justifying the
Guicang should not be ignored and denied.

Keywords: Guicang, Kungian, Zhouyi, Yi Jing, Wangjiatai, yigu
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