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Abstract

A Study on the Relationship between
Zhouyi Philosophy and Ancient Rituals in Cheong
Tasan’s Research on Zhouyi

CHENG Kat Hung, Dennis

Chair Professor of Cuttural Studies, Associate Vice President (Programme Development),
Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, The Hong Kong Insiitute of Education

This paper mainly studies on how Cheong Tasaﬁ invites the philoso-
phy of Zhouyi in interpreting the “1i” {rituals, including the ancient political
systems and etiquettes mainly recorded in the Classics of Riwwals) in apcient China,
and vice versa. Tasan occasionally quotes the records in the Liji, Yili
and Zhouli (snown as the three Classics of Rimedi) to interpret the content of
Zhouyi, while adversely he incorporates the content of Zhouyt to inter-
pret the ancient rituals. By applying this kind of inter-interpretations
of Classics, he explores the “sacredness” of Zhouyi by conpecting the
meaning of some abstract ideas, e.g. “cheng” GiX, sincerity) and “fu” (&,
integrity) to the sacred rituals conducted by the ancient emperors. He
further defines divination, one of the major function of Zhouyi as also
a sacred ritual which should only be conducted by the emperor for the
welfare of the nation and the people. Ordinary people should not casu-

ally conduct divination to contaminate the sacred book.

Key Words | Cheong Tasan, Zhouyi, Rituals, divination.
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